






The Wine Society continues to meet over the winter months; 
and this past year has proved to be popular with an average 
of 42 members joining in on a regular basis. We continue to 
explore the world’s wines – a very enjoyable pastime.

A typical evening consists of a talk from a local wine supplier 
followed by a meal. Recently and of great interest was a talk 
headed “Wines East of Italy” given to us by Nichola and 
Terence of Wine Therapy in Cowes. They presented us with 
some superb wines from Greece, Hungary, Lebanon, Georgia, 
and Armenia among other wine areas.  They received a healthy 
order from members as a result. 

Normally we start our meetings in October and go through 
to March, but this year we had organised a Wine Society trip 
to Florence which took place in late September. This had 
originally been planned for 2019 but due to the pandemic, we 
had to postpone it until last year. Unfortunately not everybody 
could make the postponed trip.  However a goodly number 
of members made up a convivial party and off we flew to Pisa 
and then onwards to Florence. The trip was a total of five days 
altogether which, after travel time, gave us three full days in 
Florence, two of which were devoted to wine tasting and one 
to culture. For the wine tasting we had our own luxury coach 
for a trip around the vineyards and a very knowledgeable guide. 
The culture was enjoyed on a walkabout in central Florence 
again with our own mentor. The hotel could not be faulted and 
eating out in the evenings was great fun. 

In addition to these events, in October we had an evening 
where the subject was Burgundy and we even achieved a 
Premier Cru St Aubin. We would have liked to persuade the 
kitchen to provide Escargots de Bourgogne as a complement, 

but maybe next year. We started our Christmas 
party with a Champagne reception followed by a 
quiz against a set of wines supplied on the tables. I 
think we booked all the available taxis in the West 
Wight that evening! 

In February we held another extravaganza, a 
gourmet tasting menu complemented by fine 
wines. We are thrilled that Mark Calver who 
heads up Hatch Mansfield, one of the largest 
wine importers in the UK and who supplies our 
Taittinger Champagne, agreed to lead the evening which was 
a great success. To finish the year in March, we are having our 
annual Call My Bluff which is always fully booked.

Anyone interested is invited to attend and enjoy these events 
with us. Inevitably places for the gourmet dinner are limited to 
allow for the best on both food and wine fronts.

Richard Pierrepont

WINE SOCIETY
TAKES TO TUSCANY
RSYC wine connoisseurs sample the wines and vineyards of Italy

RSYC Wine Society members visited Florence in September 2022 

Sampling Italian wine at one of the many vineyards
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The Royal Solent is a popular and versatile venue for private functions for members, non-members, clubs, associ-
ations and organisations - anyone may enquire about booking a room at the Club for nominal room hire charge. 
Whatever the reason; be it an anniversary lunch, a christening buffet or a club dinner, the unique coastal setting of 
the Club will make your event a stand-out occasion. Our professional, friendly and attentive staff at the Royal  
Solent will ensure that your special “do” is memorable and stress-free. 
 

We have the perfect combination of private rooms, beautifully prepared food, fine wines and a well-stocked bar. 
You are also free to use our outside lawn and balcony with unbeatable views overlooking the Solent. We can 
source a marquee, DJ or band for you and will help you select the room that best suits the requirements of your 
event. Our delicious menus are freshly prepared and cooked on the premises by our skilled and experienced 
chefs. We offer a variety of appetising two and three course lunch and dinner menus from which to choose.     
Alternatively, you may prefer to select our enticing barbecue, buffet and hog roast options or a traditional        
afternoon tea. 
 

The Royal Solent is also experienced at hosting wakes and private lunches to celebrate the memory of a loved 
one. We understand that this occasion requires great sensitivity and the dedicated team at the Club will provide a 
personal, efficient and caring service throughout. The Royal Solent has a self-contained downstairs bar area - The 
Hudleston Bar - in addition to the main bar and dining room (The Solent Room) plus Members Dining Room 
and Lounge, on the first floor. 
 

Please contact the Events Manager for further details or to discuss your requirements on 01983 760256 or pop 
into the Club during office hours (Monday – Friday 9am – 5pm,  excluding bank holidays). 

WHY NOT HOST YOUR NEXT  
EVENT AT THE CLUB? 

Weddings and private parties. The Restaurant with views over the Solent. Meetings and Conferences. 
Photo by Jake Sugden. 



David Porter’s address to the Haggis.

L-R: Charlie and Janetta Anderson, Paul and
Carolyn Bellchambers.

Andy Hallett and Club Secretary Claire Hallett.

Scottish Country Dancing.

 Miles and Caroline Norris.

Beverley and Roger Sixsmith.

Burns Night Revellers.

Silent Disco.

Catherine Holmes and Caryl Terlezki-Thomas.

Kath Gotrel and Jane Whittle. Night Skier. Table Football.

BURNS NIGHT, JANUARY 2023

APRÈS SKI NIGHT, FEBRUARY 2023

Social Events in 2023
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The Royal Solent Yacht Club is a private member’s  club	
           owned by the members and it’s management is overseen by 
the General Committee ( the GC ) which also forms the Board of 
Directors of The Royal Solent Yacht Club Limited. Any member 
of over two years duration is eligible to stand for membership of 
the GC for a period of three years with an option to stand for a 
fourth year if desired. Flag Officers are also members of the GC 
and it is that body which makes all major decisions relating to 
the Club based on advice from the Club Secretary and also the 
Guardians who have no management role but provide advice, 
support and continuity to the management.
The Club Secretary is the equivalent of a CEO or General 
Manager and is responsible for the day to day staffing and business 
affairs of the Club under the instructions of the GC.
The Club could not function without volunteers in many fields 
ranging from Race Management and other on the  water activities 
to helping at Club events, flower arranging and running onshore 
activities such as clay shooting, golf, rambling etc. Members may 
also be co-opted to one of the specialist Sub-Committees which 
are as follows:
The Vice Commodore’s Committee which deals with the 
governance of the Club, membership matters, the fabric of the 
building and legal affairs. Chaired by the VC and attended by the 
Secretary.
The Finance & Administration Committee which oversees the 
financial affairs of the Club. Chaired by the Hon Treasurer and 
attended by the Secretary and the Accounts  Administrator.
The House Committee which is responsible for the format and 
frequency of events and the Social Calendar. Chaired by Rear 
Commodore House and attended by the Secretary and Events 
Manager.

The Sailing Committee and Race Management Committees 
which deal with all aspects of waterborne activities. Chaired by the 
Rear Commodore Sailing and attended by the Sailing Secretary 
and the Bosun.

When required additional Working Groups may be established to 
deal with specific projects requiring specialist advice or expertise.

Volunteering can be very rewarding offering opportunities to 
widen your social circle and gain new skills whilst knowing that you 
are contributing to the continued financial and operational health 
of our Club. 

If you would like to learn more about Race Management, which 
may be on or off the water, please contact the Sailing Secretary or 
our Chief Race Officer Jeremy Willcock who will be pleased to 
discuss opportunities and the training available.

The time commitments involved in volunteering will vary and 
are at members’ discretion but if you feel that you would like to 
be involved at any level or you have particular skills or expertise to 
offer the Club please contact the Commodore through the Club 
Office.

GET 
INVOLVED
WITH THE 
RSYC
Anthony Davies on 
volunteering at the Club

Susie Breare and Sarah Davey volunteering at Taittinger RSYC Regatta.

Race Officers on Committee Boat Countdown.

David Porter - Volunteer RIB Driver.
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South Coast
• Chichester Yacht Club
• Christchurch Sailing Club
• Lymington Town Sailing Club
• Parkstone Yacht Club (Poole)
• Poole Yacht Club
• RAF Yacht Club (Hamble)
• Royal Artillery Yacht Club
• Royal Cornwall Yacht Club (Falmouth)
• Royal Dart Yacht Club
• Royal Dorset Yacht Club (Weymouth)
• Royal Fowey Yacht Club
• Royal Lymington Yacht Club
• Royal Motor Yacht Club (Poole)
• Royal Southampton Yacht Club
• Royal Southern Yacht Club (Hamble)
• Royal Western Yacht Club of England (Plymouth)

Other UK
• Alderney Sailing Club
• Guernsey Yacht Club (St Peter Port)
• Royal Anglesey Yacht Club
• Royal Channel Islands Yacht Club (Guernsey)
• Royal Channel Islands Yacht Club (Jersey)
• Royal Cinque Ports Yacht Club (Dover)
• Royal Cruising Club (London)
• Royal Norfolk & Suffolk Yacht Club (Lowestoft)
• Royal Northern & Clyde Yacht Club (Helensburgh)
• Royal Temple Yacht Club (Ramsgate)
• Royal Thames Yacht Club (On Fridays & Saturdays,    	     	
   rooms may be booked. A letter of introduction may be required)
• Sussex Motor Yacht Club (Brighton)

Island (Winter only)
• Bembridge Sailing Club (from 1st Nov – 31st Mar)
• Brading Haven Yacht Club (from 1st Oct – 31st Mar)
• Island Sailing Club, Cowes (from 1st Nov – 31st Mar)
• Royal Ocean Racing Club, Cowes (from 1st Nov – 4th Mar)
  (incorporating Royal Corinthian Yacht Club)
• Royal Victoria Yacht Club, Fishbourne
  (from 1st Nov – 31st Mar)
• Sea View Yacht Club (from 1st Nov – 31st Mar)

Overseas
• Barbados Yacht Club
• Cayman Islands Sailing Club
• Cruising Yacht Club of South Australia
• Gordons Bay Yacht Club (South Africa)
• Howth Yacht Club (Dublin)
• Republic of Singapore Yacht Club
• Royal Bombay Yacht Club (India)
• Royal Cape Yacht Club (South Africa)
• Royal Cork Yacht Club (Eire)
• Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club (Western Australia)
• Royal Gibraltar Yacht Club
• Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club
• Royal Malta Yacht Club
• Royal Melbourne Yacht Squadron
• Royal Natal Yacht Club (Durban)
• Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron (Auckland)
• Royal Perth Yacht Club (Western Australia)
• Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club (NSW)
• Royal St George Yacht Club (Eire)
• Seattle Yacht Club (USA)
• St Lucia Yacht Club
• Yacht Club Austria (Linz)

The following clubs wish to accord our members their facilities on production of a letter of introduction from the Royal Solent’s Secretary 
without entering into full reciprocity:

• Little Ship Club, London • Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW

MEMBERS VISITING AFFILIATED CLUBS ABROAD

Membership of the Royal Solent also accords reciprocal membership of an impressive 36 
yacht and sailing clubs in the UK and a further 22 clubs overseas.

We would love to hear about Members’ experiences visiting reciprocal clubs, so please do 
share your feedback and any photos.

Members Nigel Hawkes (left) and Andrew 
Clarke meet under the RSYC burgee at the Royal 

Freshwater Bay YC in Perth, Australia.

Members Graham and Trish Benton (left) and George and Cathy Beckett were made to feel 
very welcome at the Royal Malta Yacht Club.
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As many of you know the Trust is responsible for part of the town's property, which 
includes the Town Hall, the Common, the Recreation Ground, Mill Terrace, Graveyard 
Copse and, just as importantly, the town’s archives and artefacts that go back centuries.  
These artefacts include 5 of the 7 Charters granted to Yarmouth Town, leases back to 
1585, the Charles II Silver Gilt Mace given to the Town of Yarmouth, portrait paintings 
of Lord & Lady Holmes and various photographs and other documents dating back to 
Henry Vlll’s time.
Like other local organisations, we all work hard to make Yarmouth what it is today and to protect the environment to 
which we belong. It must be said though that we only survive because of the Volunteers who give up their time for 
the day-to-day work that is needed as well as from the donations we receive from the people who wish to protect the 
Yarmouth we all love. We currently have a major need for donations in order to maintain the Town Hall (masonry 
work to the war memorial plaque), and Yarmouth Common (more trees) and to enhance the Recreation Ground 
(small pavilion) which is home to the children’s playground. As a charity all donations are tax free. 
Please contact us to learn how you can help contribute towards this cause. Contact details are below.

Sue Clark clerk@yarmouthtowntrust.org telephone 01983 897366
Copy to chairman@yarmouthtowntrust.org

YARMOUTH
(ISLE OF WIGHT) 
TOWN TRUST

Yarmouth Town Hall
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LAYING UP DINNER TROPHIES 2022
Gold Lace Bowl	 	 	 Meritorious performance in furthering 	           Anne Kyle, Hon Treasurer 13 years
	 	 	 	 interests or prestige of the Club	 	           Vice Commodore 1 year, Commodore 3 years
								                  during the Covid Pandemic	

Commodore’s Award		 	 Exceptional services to the Club	 	           Rudi Fortson, General Committee for 4 years, 
								                  Vice Commodore’s Committee for 5 years, 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           Race Officer, Ongoing advice and support

June Sleep Rose Bowl		 	 Outstanding service to the Club	 	           Alan Roffey-Jones, General Committee for 4 years, 
								                  Vice Commodore’s Committee for 5 years, 
								                  HR advice and support

Charles Stanley Discretionary Trophy	 Commitment and dedication to the Club	           David Porter General Committee for 4 years,
								                  Vice Commodore’s Committee for 5 years, 
								                  Captain of Cruising for 2 years,
								                  Volunteer RIB driver

Noreen Smith Coaster	 	 Services to the life of the Club	 	           Nick and Melinda Measor Race Officers,
								                  Sailing Support, Scottish Country Dancing

John Leonard Trophy		 	 Longest voyage from home port (motor or sail)            David Temple  Round Britain

Morva Cup	 	 	 Best kept cruising log	 	 	           David Temple Round Britain

West Wight Sailing Club	 	 Superlative racing performance	 	           Stella Hurley Sailing her 29er in Kiel Week, 		
Distinction Bowl	 		  away from home waters		            European Championships and 				  
								                  World Championships

TROPHY WINNERS 2022 

Anne Kyle (left) – Gold Lace Bowl with Kathy 
and Martyn Collinson

Alan Roffey-Jones – June Sleep Rose Bowl David Porter – Charles Stanley Trophy

David Temple – Morva Cup and
John Leonard Trophy

Penny Hurley – Distinction Bowl on behalf of 
Stella HurleyTrophies presented by the RSYC Commodore Martyn Collinson

Rudi Fortson – Commodore’s Award

Nick and Melinda Measor – Noreen Smith Coaster
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TAITTINGER REGATTA 2022		  BOAT CLASS/PRIZE	 BOAT NAME	 OWNER/S
Overall winner of the Regatta	 	 Jeraboam of Taittinger	 	 Jin Tonic	 	 Andrew Roberts
RSYC Allison Challenge Bowl	 	 IRC Division 1	 	 Sailplane	 	 Rob Bottomley
Thorpe Tantalus Trophy	 	 IRC Division 2	 	 Jin Tonic	 	 Andrew Roberts
King George’s Fun for Sailors Cup	 	 IRC Division 3	 	 Enigma	 	 Ian Braham
The Stevens Cup 	 	 	 IRC Division 4	 	 Anna Mai	 	 Harry Hutchinson
Commodore’s Cup	 	 	 Contessa 32	 	 Drumbeat	 	 Eldred Himsworth
Bottle of Taittinger 	 	 	 J109	 	 	 Jumping Jellyfish	 David Richards
Bottle of Taittinger 	 	 	 J111	 	 	 McFly	 	 Tony Mack
Hunter Kemis Cup	 	 	 RYA NHC A	 	 With Alacrity	 Chris Choules
Le Quatre Juillet Trophy	 	 RYA NHC B	 	 No Regrets	 	 Chris & Hannah Neve
Burnett Challenge Cup		 	 Folkboat	 	 	 Crackerjack	 	 Matthew Jones
Minchin Trophy	 	 	 XOD Saturday	 	 Excitation	 	 Roger Yeoman
Caulcutt Bowl	 	 	 XOD Sunday	 	 Excitation	 	 Roger Yeoman
Havers Trophy	 	 	 XOD Overall	 	 Excitation	 	 Roger Yeoman
Geraldine Cross Salver 		 	 YOD	 	 	 Puffin	 	 John Caulcutt & Graeme Dillon
River Yar Boatyard & Wight Marine prize	 Honda engine	 	 Hot Rats	 	 Robbie & Lis Robinson
Edelweiss & Gurgl Hotel	 	 A week’s holiday in the Alps	 No Regrets	 	 Chris & Hannah Neve

DINGHY WEEK & LASER TRAINING
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Laser Radial & Standard	 	 	 Laurie Holdsworth
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Laser 4.7	 	 	 	 	 Henry Olmi
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Pico	 	 	 	 	 Jasper Pryce-Jones
Bernard Turner Endeavour Trophy	 Outstanding effort in a dinghy	 	 	 Anna Keen

PRINCE CONSORT CHARITY RACE
The Yeoman Trophy	 	 	 1st overall 	 	 	 Champasak		 Robin James
The Neptune Trophy	 	 	 1st placed RSYC boat	 	 Champasak		 Robin James

SUNSET SERIES
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Class 1&2	 	 	 Samantha Clare	 John Poyner
Black Rock Trophy	 	 	 Class 3	 	 	 Gleam	 	 James Meaning 
Henderson Vase & Mad Cap Trophy	 XOD	 	 	 Gleam	 	 James Meaning 
George Kent Challenge Cup	 	 YOD	 	 	 Puffin	 	 John Caulcutt & Graeme Dillon
Otter Trophy	 	 	 Folkboat	 	 	 Svane	 	 Harry Hall
Laser Standard & Veterans Cup	 	 Laser Standard	 	 	 	 Miles Norris
Laser Radial	 	 	 Laser Radial	 	 	 	 Henry Olmi

QUEEN’S JUBILEE RACE
Kingston & Grist trophy	 	 Winner of Class 1&2	 	 Cloudy Bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby

ANCIENT MARINER’S RACE
Ancient Mariner’s Trophy	 	 Overall winner	 	 Champasak		 Robin James

CENTENARY CHASE
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Overall winner	 	 Nomad	 	 Dan Shaw
Mill Road Garage Trophy  	 	 First Old Gaffer	 	 Nomad	 	 Dan Shaw
Royal Southern Yacht Club Challenge Trophy	1st RSYC boat	 	 Leda	 	 Miles Oldershaw
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 1st open keelboat	 	 Leda	 	 Miles Oldershaw

SPENCE WILLARD WEDNESDAY EVENING RACING 
Leverson Gower Cup	 	 	 Class 1&2	 	 	 Cloudy Bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby
RSYC Challenge Bowl	 	 	 Class 3	 	 	 Puffin	 	 John Caulcutt & Graeme Dillon
Hempstead Trophy	 	 	 Folkboat	 	 	 Njord	 	 Patrick Farrell
Herbert Davies Jug	 	 	 Laser class	 	 	 Laser standard	 Nick Bradley
Wednesday Evening Po 	 	 Most firsts during WER	 Njord (7 wins)	 Patrick Farrell
Anne Kyle Trophy	 	 	 Overall winner WER	 	 Cloudy Bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby
Champagne Race (last WER Race)	 Class 1&2	 	 	 Cloudy Bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby
Champagne Race (last WER Race)	 Class 3	 	 	 Xenon	 	 Henry Murray-Smith
Champagne Race (last WER Race)	 Laser class	 	 	 Laser standard	 Miles Norris

PLATINUM JUBILEE
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Class 1&2	 	 	 Cloudy bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Folkboat	 	 	 The Otter	 	 Claire Locke
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 XOD	 	 	 Astralita	 	 John Tremlett & Sarah Dobson
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 YOD	 	 	 Puffin	 	 John Caulcutt & Graeme Dillon
Glass awarded as 1st prize	 	 Laser class	 	 	 Laser standard	 Max Bradley

TURKEY CUP
Alan Spriggs Trophy	 	 	 Winner	 	 	 Raev	 	 Mark Hall & Katie Davies
Turkey donated by Harwoods Chandlery	 2nd place	 	 	 Toledo	 	 Kevin Sykes
Turkey Plate	 	 	 3rd place	 	 	 Cloudy Bay	 	 Stephen Hucklesby

WINTER SERIES
Blount Cross Trophy	 	 	 Overall winner Series 1&2	 Samphire	 	 Didi Nicholson & Susannah Seely

BOXING DAY RACE
Ron Smith Coaster	 	 	 Winner Boxing Day Race	 Raev	 	 Mark Hall & Katie Davies

TROPHY WINNERS 2022
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